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From the Principal’s Desk…


Happy New Year to our Wingdale family.  I hope you all had a super winter break and feel refreshed and raring to go!  

Successful readers and learners have one thing in common: they know how to navigate different genres, and apply the comprehension skills and strategies they know to texts that may differ widely in structure, format and style.  Understanding how to read informational texts as well as explore the familiar world of fiction is a big part of that flexibility.  The earlier young readers begin to explore non-fiction, the better.  Not only does non-fiction help to demonstrate the variety a writer can use to inform, entertain and persuade, it works to expand children’s understanding of the world around them.  A book can often lead to a new hobby, or awaken a scientific, artistic or historical interest.

Non-fiction books are especially important for our boys since they often relate better to factual material.  If your child is a reluctant reader, try a non-fiction book based on an interest the child has.


Here are a few beautifully illustrated non-fiction books for early readers:

An Egg is Quiet – by Dianna Hutts-Astor
Hard Hat Area – by Susan L. Roth
Making Cents – by Alizabeth Keeler Robinson
Ox, House, Stick: The Story of Our Alphabet – by Don Robb
MATH MATTERS
Happy New Year!  January is a great time for parents to make sure their children can name all the months of the year in order.  First grade has this skill as one of their fourth quarter learning targets, so it is not too early to begin practicing! 

Notes from the health office:

The cold weather is here!  Please dress your child in many layers.  If the day warms up, they can peel some off.  Also, the children need scarves, boots, gloves and snow pants to play outside.  Send in an extra set of clothes for accidents.  If the child has an accident and no clothes, we have to phone you to bring some in.


Just a reminder, the H1N1 vaccine is available at most doctor’s offices.  This flu can be deadly to our children’s age group.  Please think about getting your child immunized.  All 2nd graders are mandated by the state to have a physical.  Please send them in to the health office.
From Coach Cahill:
Exercise Tips For The Family

1.
Set a Good Example

Be active and get your family to join you. HAVE FUN TOGETHER!!
2.         Establish a Routine

Set aside time each day as ACTIVITY TIME. Adults need at least 30 minutes a day and children NEED 60 minutes EVERYDAY, if not more.
3.
Move It
Instead of sitting through TV commercials, get up and MOVE. Remember to limit TV watching and computer time.
4.         Give Activity Gifts
            Give gifts that encourage PHYSICAL ACTIVITY!
For more information about physical activity and nutrition, please check out mypyramid.gov.
Dates to Remember

8 School Improvement Team – 7:45 am
12 BOE Meeting – 7:00 pm
PTSA Meeting – 6:30 pm

Diversity Committee – 3:15 H.S.

13 District Wellness – 3:15 – H.S.

18

Schools and Offices Closed – Martin Luther King, Jr.  Observance
22

Mismatch Day-wear an outfit that doesn’t match

26

ICMC Meeting – 3:15 pm – H.S.

28

Kindergarten Monthly Assembly – 2:10 pm–gym,-Parents welcome 

29

End of second marking period
NOTE: Report Cards go home Feb. 6th, 2010
